Rain Garden Plant List
For Home, School, or Small Community Rain Gardens
Scott Woodbury, Shaw Nature Reserve
Wet soil seasonally, standing water after a rain

Amsonia illustris

shining bluestar
Asclepias incarnata

swamp milkweed

Aster novae-angliae

New England aster
Carex crinita


fringed sedge
Carex muskingumensis
palm sedge

Cephalanthus occidentalis
buttonbush
Eupatorium coelestinim
mist flower
Hibiscus lasiocarpus

rose mallow   

Iris fulva


copper iris      

Iris virginica


southern blue flag
Juncus effusus

soft rush
Lobelia cardinalis

cardinal flower
Lythrum alatum

winged loostrife

Mimulus ringens

monkeyflower
Rudbeckia fulgida

orange coneflower
Scirpus atrovirens

great green bulrush

Scirpus cyperinus

wool grass 
Medium soil moisture at edge of rain garden

Aesculus pavia 

red buckeye   
Carex annectans

yellow-fruited sedge  

Carex squarrosa

thimble sedge
Chasmanthium latafolium
river oats

Chelone obliquua

rose turtlehead 
Hamamelus vernalis

Ozark witch hazel  

Helenium autumnale

autumn sneezeweed
Ilex decidua/I. verticilata
deciduous holly/winterberry h.

Juncus tenuis


path rush

Monarda fistulosa

wild bergamot

Lobelia siphilitica

blue lobelia
Penstemon digitalis

smooth beard tongue
Phlox paniculata

meadow phlox
Pycnanthemum tenuifolium
slender mountain mint
Verbena hastata

blue vervain   

Dry soil on slopes and at top of rain garden
Asclepias tuberosa

butterfly milkweed

Aster oblongifolius

aromatic aster
Baptisia australis

blue wild indigo 
Baptisis sphaerocarpa
yellow wild indigo
Echinacea purpurea

purple coneflower 

Hydrangea arborescens
wild hydrangea     

Liatris pycnostachya

prairie blazing star
Tradescantia ohiensis
Ohio spiderwort
Callirhoe involucrata

purple poppy mallow
Pycnanthemum pilosum
hairy mountain mint

Ruellia humilus

wild petunia
Schizachyrium scoparium
little bluestem 

Scutellaria incana

downy skullcap

Silene regia


royal catchfly
Solidago drummondii

cliff goldenrod 

Sporobolus heterolepis
prairie blazing star
Verbesina helianthoides
yellow wingstem
Veronicastrum virginicum
culver's root

Zizia aurea


golden Alexander's

Shady rain gardens

Aesculus pavia

red buckeye
Asimina triloba

pawpaw
Carex albicans

oak sedge

Carex grayii


bur sedge
Carex muskingumensis
palm sedge

Echinacea purpurea

purple coneflower 

Eupatorium purpureum
Joe Pye 

Geranium maculatum
Wild geranium
Hydrangea arborescens
wild hydrangea

Lindera benzoin

spicebush

Onoclea sensibilis

sensitive fern

Phlox divaricata

wild sweet William
Scutellaria incana

downy skullcap

Senecio aureus

golden ragwort

Senecio obovatus

squaw-weed

Solidago caesia

ziz-zag goldenrod
Solidago flexicaulis

broad-leaved goldenrod
Taenidia integerrima

yellow pimpernell
Zizia aurea


golden Alexander's

Permanent water/pond, plants rooted in or at edge of water

Acorus americanus

sweet flag

Equisetum hyemale

horsetail
Eleocharis obtusa

blunt spike rush
Nymphaea odorata

fragrant waterlily
Pontederia cordata

pickerel weed

Sagittaria spp. 

arrowheads

Saururus cernuus

lizard’s tail

Scirpus vallidus

softstem bulrush

Thalia dealbata

wild cana
