Native Groundcovers
For reducing landscape maintenance and 
preventing erosion in difficult areas
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Qualities of low maintenance plants:

· Compact, clump-forming—for use in small-scale landscapes

· Spreading plants—for use in large-scale landscapes
· Long lived

· Four season appeal

· Eliminate weeds

· Ability to tolerate a wide range of soil and moisture conditions

Shade:

Grasses & sedges…

Carex albicans

White-tinged sedge

C. grayii


Bur sedge

C. jamesii


James’ sedge
C. muskingumensis

Palm sedge

C. pennsylvanica

Pennsylvania sedge
C. praegracilis

Tollway/freeway sedge
Diarrhena obovatus

Beak grass

Chasmanthium latifolia
River oats

Perennials…

Chelone obliqua

Rose turtlehead

Heuchera americana

American alumroot

Iris cristata


Dwarf crested iris

Senecio aureus*

Golden groundsel

S. obovatus*


Round-leaved groundsel

Ferns…

Onoclea sensibilis

Sensitive fern

Matteuchia struthiopteris
Ostrich fern

Shrubs…

Arundinaria gigantea*
Giant cane

Corylus americana

Hazelnut

Hydrangea arborescens
Wild hydrangea

Neviusia alabamense

Alabama snow wreath

Zanthoxylum americanum*
Toothache tree

*Plants that spread rapidly by rhizomes and develop into large colonies. These species require large areas. 

Sun:

Grasses & sedges…

Carex annectans

Yellow-fruited fox sedge

C. buxbaumii*


Buxbaum sedge

C. emorii*


Emory’s sedge

C. muskingumensis

Palm sedge

C. praegracilis*

Tollway sedge

Panicum virgatum

Switchgrass

Schizachyrium scoparium
Little bluestem

Sporobolus heterolepis
Prairie dropseed

Spartina pectinata*

Cordgrass

Perennials…

Achillea millefolia

Yarrow

Amsonia illustris

Shining bluestar

Anemone canadensis*

Meadow anemone

Aster oblongifolius

Aromatic aster

Chelone obliqua

Rose turtlehead

Fragaria virginica*

Wild strawberry

Helianthus occidentalis*
Western sunflower

Heuchera richardsonii
Prairie alumroot

Iris virginica


Southern blue flag

Iris fulva


Copper iris

Parthenium hispidum

American feverfew

Shrubs…

Arundinaria gigantea*
Giant cane

Corylus americana

Hazelnut

Hydrangea arborescens
Wild hydrangea

Ribes odoratum

Golden currant

Rhus copallina*

Winged sumac

Salix humilus


Prairie willow

*Plants that spread rapidly by rhizomes and develop into large colonies. These species require large areas. 

