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“Wetland” as defined by the Army Corps of Engineers and the EPA

Those areas that are inundated or saturated by surface or ground water at a         frequency and duration sufficient to support a prevalence of vegetation typically adapted for life in saturated soil conditions. 
Wetlands are the most productive ecosystems on the planet – period! 
Wetlands are valuable because they:
· Improve water quality through filtration and absorption of sediment and pollutants 
· Store flood and storm water there by reducing storm surge and erosion
· Serve as critical breeding grounds and habitat for a wide diversity of organisms 

· Recharge ground water 

· Provide recreational opportunities 

Why incorporate wetlands into commercial landscapes?? 
· For retention of storm water run off

· To remove pollutants and fertilizers inherent to parking lots and landscaped areas

· To increase plant diversity and provide wildlife habitat 

· To create a more interesting and aesthetically pleasing landscape

· To be a good neighbor to landowners down stream in the watershed (and to the natural environment of the watershed as well)
What makes a wetland different from a retention pond??  It’s all in the Design!! 
· Retention ponds are generally designed with steep sides and deep water, as are most ponds and lakes.  
· The most productive natural and man made wetlands are shallow – less than 1.5 feet deep. 

· Gradual sloping sides and shallow water “shelves” of varying depths will provide habitat for a greater diversity of wetland plant species.

· Water levels in shallow wetlands fluctuate seasonally, exposing “mud flats” and/or plant covered areas with no water.  

· This can be unattractive to some people, so for aesthetical reasons it is wise for the design to include adjacent areas that contain permanent year around water.  

Don’t wetlands breed mosquitoes?? 
· Research and observation tell us that healthy biologically diverse aquatic systems do not provide good breeding grounds for mosquitoes.

· Stagnant or temporarily trapped water is more conducive to mosquitoes – clogged gutters, old tires, and stagnant pools associated with construction, logging and similar activities. 

· Stagnant pools can be associated with natural wetlands but they can and should be avoided in man made systems through good design
